
Multiply or Divide? 
This flowchart might help you to decide whether a word problem needs multiplication or division. 

 
Do you know 
the whole 
amount? 

Yes. (What is it?) 

Do you know either the 
number of groups or the 
amount (could be a 
fraction) in each group? 

Yes. (What is it?) 

Divide whole amount 
by group amount. 

Read the problem 
again. Avoid extra 
information that 
is not needed to 
solve the 
problem. 

No. 

Do you know both the 
number of groups and the 
amount (could be a 
fraction) in each group? 

Multiply number 
of groups by 
amount in each 
group. 

No. No. Yes. 

Read the problem 
again. Avoid extra 
information that is 
not needed to solve 
the problem. 


